
 

Welcome To Harbourfront Centre Camps 
2008!   
 
On behalf of all of the staff at Harbourfront Centre I would like to welcome you to 
Harbourfront Centre Camps.  We are proud to be one of the largest day camp 
programmes in Canada, and we take even greater pride in delivering an unrivalled, high 
quality programme to you and your camper on a daily basis.   
 
We are excited to have put together another outstanding summer of fun, diverse, 
dynamic and creative programming.  We look forward to seeing returning campers and 
parents as well as welcoming all newcomers to our growing camp family. 
 
We are dedicated to creating an enriching environment conducive to the growth and 
development of campers and staff alike.  We believe that camp provides a unique 
setting in which life-long lessons and memories are created.  Our goal is to offer a stress 
free experience for campers, parents and staff, and to that end, we hope that any 
changes we have made to our programme reflect this. From year to year we try to 
perfect the fine points that may have an impact on the success of the experience for 
you, our clients. You are a valuable link in this process for us, and we would appreciate 
any feedback you may have for us.  Please feel free to drop by our offices and tell us 
what you think.  We’re listening! 
 
To help you prepare for the summer we have compiled this information booklet.  Please 
read through it and keep this handy for the duration of your visit with us this summer.  
We have also enclosed the Bus Schedule for the summer.  If you are travelling on the 
buses, please keep and post this critical information. 
 
We would also like to thank you for choosing Harbourfront Centre Camps and 
Harbourfront Centre.  By sending your children to our camp you are supporting all of the 
outstanding programmes and events that Harbourfront Centre offers.  Revenue 
generated from our camp programme enhances Harbourfront Centre as a whole.  We 
appreciate your involvement. 
 
I look forward to seeing you and your children on-site this summer! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christine Mitchell 
Harbourfront Centre 
Co-ordinator of Camps and Learn to Skate 
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Hours, Leaving Messages, and Sending Notes 
The Camp Office is open Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
during the camp season (Monday, June 30th through Friday, August 
29th, 2008).  Prior to the start of camp we are in the office between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday to Friday. 
 
Before or after our Office Hours, messages can be left at the Camp 
Office number at 416-973-4093.  Please leave a detailed message and 
your call will be returned as soon as possible.  Our Camp Directors are 
primarily on-site rather than in the office, so they will return calls 
throughout the day. 
 
During the summer, notes can also be sent to camp.  Notes should be 
given to Bus Marshals, Extended Programme Day Supervisors, or the 
Parent Drop-Off Co-ordinator, depending on how your child comes to 
camp.  Notes may also be delivered directly to the Camp Office.  
Please ensure that messages are legible (preferably printed), and that 
camper’s name, phone number, and camp programme are clearly 
indicated on the top of the note. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION  
 

Loc ation 
The Camp Office is located in the south-east corner of the third floor of York Quay Centre at 235 Queens Quay West.  
York Quay Centre is our Camp Headquarters and daily meeting place; however, our programmes take place at 
various locations along Queens Quay.  All visitors to camp must check in at the Camp Office.  Enter through the doors 
at the southeast end of the building and follow the signs, or take the elevator to the third floor.  Once on the 3rd floor, 
our office staff will “buzz” you through the security gate for access to our front desk.  The security gate has been 
installed in order to avoid the necessity of camp visitors having to sign-in with security in the main foyer before access 
is granted. 
 

 

Camp Hours 
Camp hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
excluding bus transportation and 
Extended Programme Day.  Camp 
specific programming begins 
between 9:15 and 9:30 a.m. and 
continues throughout the day until 
3:15 -3:30 p.m.  General camp 
activities occur as soon as 
campers arrive and continue while 
senior staff do camp attendance.  
Likewise, general camp 
programming occurs at the end of 
the camp day while campers are 
transferred to Parent Pick-up, 
Extended Programme Day and 
Bus lines.  Safety and supervision 
are always our first priority.  
 

PARENT CONTACT CALLS 
Prior to the start of each session, Camp Counsellors will be making calls home to introduce themselves and to 
provide more information about the camp programme.  Calls will be made in the evenings between 6:30 p.m. 
and 9:00 p.m.  Every effort will be made to contact you in person; however, due to the time involved in making 
the calls, Counsellors may have to leave a message with all pertinent information.  Any changes in information 
should be made through the camp office and not via these introductory calls. 
 
If you have any concerns you would like to discuss with us prior to your child’s first 
day, please do not hesitate to call us in the Camp Office (416-973-4093). 
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HEALTH MATTERS 

Medical Forms 
Medical Forms must be completed and returned 
prior to the start of the session that your 
child(ren) will be attending.  If you did not receive 
a medical form with this parent handbook, please 
notify the Camp Office as soon as possible and 
one will be forwarded to you.  Please fill out both 
sides of the medical form as completely and 
accurately as possible.  Inaccuracies or 
incomplete information could delay us in assisting 
your child in the event of an emergency. 
 
Medical Forms are treated with confidentiality.  
The Camp Nurse reviews all medical forms prior 
to the start of each session.  Pertinent 
information is passed on to the Counsellors in 
order to ensure the utmost care and safety of all 
campers.  As soon as you receive the medical 
form, please complete it and mail it to the Camp 
Office or fax it to 416-973-5377.  We need to get 
all forms to the Camp Nurse as quickly as 
possible.  Please ensure that you fax both sides.  
 

 
Injuries at Camp  
All staff are trained and certified in a recognized 
first aid program.  For added peace of mind, 
Harbourfront Centre Camps also relies upon 
Harbourfront Centre Security for support and 
guidance in matters of emergencies or injuries.  
Harbourfront Centre is located in close proximity 
to Fire Station #334, the Marine Police Unit, and 
the Hospital for Sick Children.  
 

EPI-Pens 
If your child requires an EPI-Pen, they must carry 
it on them at all times. Please note this clearly on 
your medical form. If your child requires an EPI-
Pen but does not bring one to camp, they will be 
unable to participate in camp activities and will be 
sent home. Also, when your child’s counsellor 
calls prior to the beginning of each session, 
please remind them where your child will be 
keeping their EPI-Pen (preferably in their back 
pack). 
 

 

Medication 
All medication must be labelled and be accompanied 
by a letter addressed to the Camp Nurse explaining 
administration.  Please give all medication directly to 
the Camp Office, Bus Marshal, Extended Programme 
Supervisor or Parent Drop-Off Co-ordinator. 
 
 

Additional Health Information 
All Campers attending Harbourfront Centre Camps must 
possess either a valid OHIP Card or subscribe to private 
health insurance.  
 
Harbourfront Centre Camps has specific policies and 
procedures in place to deal with relevant health issues, 
concerns and conditions.  For example, we have 
established procedures, requirements and policies in 
place for campers who must carry an epi-pen and 
policies similar to school boards in the event of detecting 
lice, pink eye, chicken pox, etc.  We will provide further 
detailed information as required. 
 
 
Sick Campers 
Every effort will be made to attend to sick or “under the 
weather” campers at camp; however, it may be 
necessary for us to contact you and request that you (or 
a guardian) pick-up your child. If your child has a fever, 
has vomited, has a rash, or has diarrhea, we will ask you 
to pick them up.  
 
Please do not send your child to camp if they have or 
may have any of the following:  Pink Eye (Conjunctivitis), 
Step Throat, Chicken Pocks (Varic ella ), Lic e, Fifth 
Disease (Erythema Infectiosum), Hand-Foot and Mouth 
Disease.   If your child is suspected to have any of the 
above then we will ask you to pick them up immediately.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns the night before, 
Telehealth Ontario is also a good resource.    
 
Telehealth Ontario 
Free Access to a Registered Nurse — 24 Hours a day, 7 days a 
Week.  Now help is close at hand. You do not need to provide 
your health insurance number and all information is confidential. 
It doesn©t hurt to call.  1-866-797-0000     TTY: 1-866-797-0007 

 



 

 
PAGE 5 PARENT HANDBOOK 

 
 
 
Inclusion and Support  
Harbourfront Centre Camps welcomes all campers to our programmes.  Campers with Special 
Needs will be integrated into our programme with Reach for the Rainbow.  For more information 
on this programme please call Reach for the Rainbow at 416-503-0088. We will make every 
possible effort to support and include all campers into our programme; however, any campers 
who persist in behaviour that is endangering themselves and/or other campers or staff may be 
requested to leave the programme. 

 
 
Bullying Prevention and Intervention  
Harbourfront Centre Camps have a mission to provide a safe, non-competitive environment that 
focuses on the development of campers.  Our campers have right to be happy and safe at camp 
and to be treated fairly, with understanding and respect. Bullying in all its forms will not be 
tolerated at Harbourfront Centre Camps.  Harbourfront Centre recognizes that bullying 
a) adversely affects a camper’s ability to develop skills and b) adversely affects healthy 
relationships and the camp climate. Implementation strategies and procedures shall be 
developed in accordance with the following policy statements.   
 
For our detailed policy please contact the Camp Office. 
 
 
Consequences  
Camp rules are implemented to ensure a fun and safe atmosphere at The Harbourfront Centre. 
Directors will contact parents by phone or letter to let them know if there is an on-going problem 
with their child(ren). Children who do not demonstrate appropriate behavior will be sent home at 
the discretion of the Coordinator. Early dismissal from camp will not warrant the refund of fees.  
Harbourfront Centre teaches and expects all staff and campers to follow the character traits of 
honesty, respect, responsibility, and caring. 
  
 
Toilet Training  
All children attending camp must be toilet trained.  Children who are not trained will be asked 
to leave camp.  Diapers will not be changed.    
 
 
 
Separation Anxiety 
We understand this may be your child’s first experience at camp and leaving can be hard.  To 
assist us in integrating your child(ren) into the camp environment, please do not linger once your 
child has been dropped off.  Our staff will take excellent care of your child and are trained in how 
to alleviate separation anxiety; however, if your child can not be soothed in 1 hour we will contact 
you and you may need to take them home for the day. 
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GETTING TO CAMP 
 
Bus Transportation 
Well-supervised round-trip bus transportation is available for an additional fee of $40 per week; 
Registration for this service is on a first-come, first-served basis. After June 1st, a $40 cancellation 
fee will apply to busing.    
 
We are proud to be working with Laidlaw Transit Ltd. again this year. Laidlaw has an outstanding 
safety record.  Their mission is to provide the safest, most reliable transportation services 
available.  Staff are trained in safe loading and unloading procedures, as well as in emergency 
procedures.  Each of our yellow school buses is easily identifiable by the Harbourfront Centre 
Camps symbol on bus signs in the front right hand window.  Other camps may be picking up or 
dropping off at the same locations, so look before you board.  Our counsellors, easily 
recognizable in their Harbourfront Centre Camps uniforms, staff all of our buses.   
 
Bus Stops 
Bus stops are located at schools and community centres throughout Toronto.  Wherever possible, 
bus pick-up and drop-off will be in the established loading zones of the schools.  Please do not 
park or stop in these areas.  All school locations should have adequate parking.  (Exceptions to 
this are noted on the bus schedule.) 

 
Please Note: Confirmed pick-up and drop-off times are listed in the enclosed bus 
schedule. Also, some bus times are different between Sessions 1, 1a, 1b, 2, 2a, 2b and 
Sessions 3, 3a, 3b, 4, 4a, and 4b. There is no busing available for session 5a. 
  
We recommend that you do a practice run to bus locations prior to the start of camp in order to 
ensure that you know where the stop is located and where the loading zone and parking area are 
situated.   Please keep this schedule handy for the duration of the summer for easy access.  
 
Bus Schedules 
In the morning, campers must be at their designated bus stops 5-10 minutes earlier than their 
scheduled pick-up time.  Due to tight route schedules, buses cannot wait for campers in the 
morning.  Likewise, we ask that parents arrive 5 minutes earlier than scheduled drop-off times in 
the afternoon to pick up campers. 
 
We will make every effort to stick to our published schedule; however, we ask that you be patient 
with us on the first day or two of each session, when it is normal to expect slight delays.  Delays 
are unavoidable due to traffic conditions and unforeseen circumstances; however, buses will not 
wait beyond scheduled pick-up and drop-off times. 
 
Because of safety concerns, split transportation is not available (i.e. different a.m. and p.m. 
stops).  Buses will not pick-up or drop-off any children between stops or at any locations other 
than the pre-established stops.   
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Morning Drop Off at Bus Stops 
Each bus will have a Bus Marshall.  They have the responsibility of checking the attendance of 
each camper entering the bus.  At busy bus stops we ask that parents and campers form an 
orderly line in order to load buses safely and to avoid pushing or rushing to the bus to load.  As 
always, safety is our prime concern. 
 
If your child misses the bus in the morning, please make arrangements to have him or her driven 
to the Camp Office by other means.  In this event, campers must be signed in at the Camp Office; 
please do not take them directly to their camp programme. We ask that you do not ‘chase’ the 
bus if you have just missed it.  You may follow the bus to the next designated stop; however, the 
bus is not allowed to make any unscheduled stops and will not pick up campers other than at 
designated bus stops. 
 
Notes for the Camp Office should be given directly to our Bus Marshall when your child is 
boarding the bus to ensure they are not lost or misplaced.  Please make sure that notes are 
legible, and that they include your child’s first and last names, phone number, and camp 
programme. 
 
Picking Up Campers from Stops 
Due to safety reasons, children will only be released to persons named on the registration 
form.  Photo ID (i.e. driver’s license, passport) will be required.  Please bring your 
identification with you every day.  Although this may cause a minor inconvenience to you, the 
safety of your children is our highest priority. If you need to add additional persons to the list of 
people with permission to pick up your child, please contact the Camps Office at 416-973-4093. 
 
Again, due to safety concerns, campers will not be allowed to leave the bus stop unless the 
Camp Office has received expressed written permission, as indicated on your registration form, 
allowing your child to walk home alone from the bus stop. 
 
If you arrive late at the bus stop to meet your child and we do not have permission to allow your 
child to walk home alone, DO NOT PANIC! Call the Camp Office immediately.  We will keep your 
child on the bus and he or she will be taken to the last stop on the route with a staff member.  In 
the meantime we will make every effort to contact you to advise you of this.  Office staff will also 
advise you as to the location of, and directions to, the final stop.  Last stop information is also 
available on the schedule insert.  
 
If you have made alternative travel arrangements for your child, please notify the Camp Office 
well in advance.  Campers cannot make changes themselves. 
 
Please note: There is no busing for session 5A. 
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Parent Drop Off (PDO) AND Pick Up (PPU) at Camp  
Harbourfront Centre Camps enforces a strict Photo ID policy for anyone picking up campers from 
Harbourfront.  Only individuals who have been indicated on the registration form are allowed to 
pick campers up.  Designated individuals must show Photo ID when signing campers out.  
No exceptions will be made.  We apologize for the inconvenience; however, your child’s safety is 
our first priority.  If an individual shows up who is not on our list, we will not release the camper 
until we have verified permission with the primary parent or guardian of the camper. 
 
 
Drop-Off by Parent or Guardian 
Campers who are driven to camp or who are arriving via TTC should arrive at camp between 8:45 
and 9:15 a.m. daily.  Campers must go to the designated Parent Drop-Off area in the Lakeside 
Terrace, located on the first floor in the southwest corner of York Quay Centre, and check in with 
the Parent Drop-Off Co-ordinator.  Sign-in stations will be organized alphabetically by the 
camper’s surname.  From here, we will ensure that all campers make it to their appropriate 
camp locations.  Campers arriving after 9:15 a.m. must be brought to the Camp Office on the 3rd 
floor of York Quay Centre to be signed in.  (To get to the Camp Office, take the elevator at the 
southeast end of York Quay Centre to the 3rd floor.  Once on the 3rd floor, an office staff member 
will grant access through the security gate for all camp-related visitors.) 30-minute parking passes 
will be given to all individuals signing in campers.  These parking passes are valid only at the 
south parking lot (P2).  Please see the parking map for the location of our lot.   
     
Parent Pick-Up (PPU) 
Parents can pick up campers from the Lakeside Terrace in the York Quay Centre, beginning at 
3:45p.m. If you wish to pick up your child earlier than 3:45 p.m., please arrange to do so by 
calling the Camp Office. 
 
Please enter the Lakeside Terrace from inside the York Quay Centre, as the sign-out table will be 
located on the east side of the room, closest to the Lakeside EATS restaurant.   After 4:15 p.m., 
campers will be relocated to the Extended Program in the Brigantine Room, located in the 
northwest corner of the York Quay Centre.  Parents will be charged a late fee of $12. 
 
Note: in Session 5A for Tennis Camp only, pick-up and drop-off will be at the 
Waterside Sports Club at 255 Queens Quay East.  Drop-off should be no earlier 
than 9:30 a.m. and pick-up should be no later than 3:30 p.m.   
 

 
Travel by Self Campers (TBS) 
If you have given permission on the registration form for your child to travel to or from camp by 
themselves, it is important that they sign in and out each day with the Travel by Self Staff Person 
who will be located in the Lakeside Terrace (the same location as the parent pick up/drop off 
campers).  Please ensure that your child follows this procedure. Campers travelling by 
themselves only have permission to sign themselves out between 3:45pm and 4:00pm; if your 
child needs to sign him or herself out earlier than this time, please call the Camps Office at 416-
973-4093. 
  
TTC 
Our site is easily accessible by the TTC.  Take the Harbourfront LRT (streetcar) from either Union 
(509 or 510) or Spadina (510) station.  The streetcar stops directly in front of the York Quay 
Centre at the Lower Simcoe Street stop. 
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Sign-in and Sign-out Procedures 
All campers arriving after 9:15 a.m. or being picked up prior to 3:45 p.m. must be signed in or out 
from the Camp Office located on the 3rd floor of the southeast corner of the York Quay Centre. 
(To get to the Camp Office, take the elevator at the southeast end of York Quay Centre to the 3rd 
floor.  Once on the 3rd floor, an office staff member will grant access to visitors through the 
security gate for all camp-related visitors.) Please notify us well in advance if you plan to pick up 
your child(ren) early and we will have them waiting in the office with the paperwork ready for you.  
The Photo ID policy is in effect.  All individuals coming to pick up campers must be indicated on 
the registration form.  Designated individuals must present Photo ID before campers will be 
released. No exceptions will be made.  

 
Extended Programme (EPD) 
A well-supervised general programme is available from 7:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. and from 3:45 p.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. for those parents unable to meet our regular hours or bus routes.  Campers will be 
taken to and from their camp programmes at the start and end of the day by camp staff.  Senior 
Staff and Counsellors work at the Extended Programme, leading a variety of creative 
programming including indoor and outdoor games, and arts and crafts. 
 
Pre-registration is mandatory, at a cost of $60 per week ($48 for sessions 1A and 3B).  A late 
pick-up charge will apply after 6 p.m. at the rate of $1 per minute. 
 
The Extended Programme will be in the Brigantine Room, located on the first floor in the 
northwest corner of York Quay Centre.  Please check your child in and out with the Extended 
Programme Supervisor.  You will receive a 30-minute parking pass at this time. 
 
Please Note: the Extended Programme is not available for Tennis Camp in Session 5A. 
During this session, Tennis campers must be dropped-off and picked-up directly from the 
Waterside Sports Club at 255 Queens Quay East.  Drop off is no earlier than 9:30 and pick-up is 
not later than 3:30 p.m. 

  
Leaving Camp Early?  Arriving Late? Absent? 
The Camp Office would greatly appreciate being advised of any changes in your child’s daily 
routine.  Please send a legible, printed note and follow up with a phone call well in advance of 
any changes.  Include your child’s full name, home phone number, and their camp programme.  
To ensure that the office gets the note, please give the note directly to the Bus Marshal, Extended 
Programme Supervisor or the Parent-Drop Off Co-ordinator.  Notes given to campers or left in 
their backpacks often do not get passed on to the Camp Office if they are not found by 
counsellors.  Please Note: Arrangement for early pick-ups from Sailing, Canoe, Kinder 
Canoe, Sea Kayak or Outdoors Bound must be made 24 hours in advance. 
 
 
Camper Identification 
On Monday morning, when campers arrive at the Extended Day Programme, Parent Drop Off or 
the bus, they will be given a coloured coded bracelet.  This bracelet will allow counsellors to 
identify the child as Harbourfront Centre Camper.  It also identifies the camper group to which the 
child belongs to.  Please ensure that your child does not take their bracelet off through the 
duration of their camp session. The bracelets are waterproof so there should be no problems 
at bath time, no matter what your child may try to convince you!
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LUNCH TIME  
 
Optional Meal Plan  
 

Real Food for Real Kids has arrived at  
Harbourfront Centre Camps! 

Our lunches and snacks are 100% NUT FREE & TRANS-FAT FREE! Real Food For Real Kids 
provides 100% natural lunches and snacks to daycares, schools & camps with an emphasis on 
Ontario-grown and organic food. 

Each day your child will receive a wholegrain wrap, sandwich, pita or bagel using the highest 
quality ingredients, as well as a fresh fruit and a healthy snack. A vegetarian meal & drink option 
are available each day with a choice of water bottle or 100% fruit juice. 

$30 | Regular Meal 
$36 | Extra Large Meal 

PLEASE NOTE: Food allergies and dietary restrictions cannot be accommodated on the 
Meal Plan.   
 
 
Peanuts, Nuts and Nut Product Policy 
For the safety of all our campers and staff, PEANUTS, NUTS AND ALL OTHER NUT 
PRODUCTS ARE PROHIBITED FROM ALL OUR CAMP PROGRAMMES. We have many 
campers and staff throughout the summer who have allergies of varying degrees of severity to 
nuts and nut products.  Many of these children and staff face the very real possibility of suffering 
a fatal allergic reaction to even the tiniest trace amount of nuts.  In extreme cases, the scent of 
someone eating a nut product (e.g. a peanut butter sandwich) in the same room may be enough 
to trigger such an allergic response. 
 
Similar to policies developed by many school boards in Ontario, we are requiring that staff and 
campers refrain from bringing nuts and nut products to camp.  This includes, but is not exclusive 
to, peanut butter, chocolate bars containing nuts, granola bars containing nuts or any other 
product that may traditionally contain traces of nuts.  We recognize that this may be a staple food 
source for many campers and are prepared to forward a list of alternative foods provided to us by 
the Municipal Public Health Office.  We cannot guarantee a nut-free facility; however, we will do 
our best to ensure the safety and inclusion of all campers and staff. 
 
We thank you for your co-operation and understanding in helping to make our programme safe 
and accessible for all children. 
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WHAT TO BRING AND WHAT TO WEAR! 
 
What to Wear to Camp  
Washable and inexpensive is in once again!  Please dress your child in comfortable clothing 
suitable for the weather forecast for the day.  Please remember that we are located on the water 
and temperatures are often several degrees cooler than the forecast highs for the city.  Care is 
always taken in all activities; however, spills sometimes occur so don’t send campers dressed in 
their best.  Individual camps may have specific requirements (i.e. smocks for Creative Arts, 
baseball gloves for Junior and Senior Olympia Multi-sport) however these needs will be identified 
in Counsellors’ calls and Directors’ letters home.  We strongly recommend wide-brimmed hats 
and sun screen be sent for added sun protection. 
 
Label Everything! 
Please label everything coming to camp with your child.  We have up to 1,000 campers daily, 
which means vast quantities of Maple Leaf and Blue Jays baseball caps, so please use your 
child’s first and last names.  Items with only initials or first names make it difficult to return your 
child(ren)’s lost items.  We also recommend that campers assist in packaging their bags at home 
so they are aware of what belongs to them when they come to camp.  If, for security reasons, you 
are uncomfortable labelling your child’s clothing with their first and last names, please label them 
with your name, as we can also use your name to match a found item to your child. 
 
Lost and Found 
Any items found at camp will be stored in our Lost and Found.  Campers are able to look through 
for missing items with the assistance of their counsellor.  If your child has lost any items, please 
call the Camp Office or send a detailed note to the Camp Director.  The Camp Office will retain 
items in the Lost and Found for a period of 1 week, at which point, if unclaimed, they will be given 
to charity. 
 
We are not responsible for any lost, stolen or missing items.  We make every effort to secure and 
find items but, due to the public nature of our facilities, we strongly recommend that you do not 
send new, expensive or favourite items to camp with your child.  Please do not send your child 
with money, electronic games, personal listening devices (e.g. MP3 players) or any possessions 
of value.  As above, please label all clothes, towels, backpacks, etc. 
 
Camp Wear 
Camp merchandise is available for sale at Bounty, Harbourfront Centre’s on-site craft store, or 
you can call the Camp Office to request an order form.  We offer high-quality articles of clothing 
including T-shirts, sweatshirts and hats.  Show off your camp spirit with a Harbourfront Centre 
Camps shirt!  All exchanges and new purchases can be made through Bounty, located in the 
northeast corner of the York Quay Centre.  Camp merchandise may not be on display, but sales 
staff will be happy to assist you.  Bounty staff can be reached at 416-973-4993. 
 
Cell Phones 
We strongly recommend and encourage that your child does not bring a cell phone to camp. If a 
cell phone is brought to camp, it is expected that it be off and in a bag or backpack. Children will 
not be allowed to use phones for recreational purposes. If you need to get a message to your 
child while he or she is at camp, please call the Camp Office at 416-973-4093 and the message 
will be relayed to your child. 
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EVENTS AT CAMP 
 
Open House 
Several of our camps offer Open Houses during the final days of camp.  Please refer to the 
parent letter from your child’s Camp Director for specific dates and times.  This letter will be sent 
home with your child on the first day of camp. 
 
If your child’s camp is offering an Open House, you have the option of signing your child out when 
the Open House is over.  Sign-out will be done by the Camp Directors at each camp location.  
Standard sign-out procedures are in effect: campers will only be released to designated 
individuals with prior authorization.  Please have Photo ID available when signing out. High 
quality programming, busing, Parent Pick-Up and Extended Programme will continue for the 
duration of the afternoon after each Open House for those children remaining in camp for the rest 
of the day. 

 
Swim Days 
If the camp you have chosen indicates that it has recreational swimming and your child cannot or 
does not wish to participate, please note that alternative activities are always provided.  Please let 
the Camp Office know in advance if your child does not wish to swim. If your child is going 
swimming, please provide a bathing suit and towel for your child on the days indicated in the 
Director’s letters or Counsellor calls home. Many campers also bring an extra T-shirt to wear in 
the water for the added sun protection.  Camps will be bussed (fully supervised) to Sunnyside 
outdoor swimming pool, located at Lakeshore Blvd. W and Park Lawn Ave or D.D Summerville 
Pool, located at 1675 Lake Shore Blvd. E.  While swimming, campers are supervised by their 
counsellors as well as trained City of Toronto life guards and aquatic staff.  
 
Rain or Inclement Weather  
All camps have more than adequate indoor space in the event of rain, extreme heat, cold weather 
or smog.  Camps may also use indoor space on hot or humid days; however, due to 
programming content, many camps operate primarily outside (e.g. all marine camps, etc).  Please 
dress your child appropriately.  Every effort is made to provide a suitable rainy day activity in the 
event of inclement weather; however, certain modifications to programmes may occur depending 
on the Camp speciality area. 
 
A Typical Day at Camp  
Time Activity  
7:30-8:45 Parent who have registered for Extended Programme drop their children off in the Brigantine 

Room – Don’t forget your photo ID! 
8:45 Parents begin to drop their children off at Lakeside Terrace – Don’t forget your photo ID! 
9:00  Busses begin to arrive and Directors and Counsellors meet the busses 
9:30 All Campers meets on the West Lawn for Morning Ceremonies – Attendance is taken and the 

campers sing Oh Canada and Camp Songs! 
9:45 Camp groups leave to their locations  (attendance is taken) 
10:00-12:00 Programming- Drama, Visual Arts, Sports, Science, Water Sports…. varies from camp to 

camp.  
12:00-1:00 Campers eat lunch and then partake in quiet games and songs until all the campers are 

finished eating 
1:00-3:00 Programming- Drama, Visual Arts, Sports, Science, Water Sports…. varies from camp to 

camp. 
3:00-3:30 Wrap up and quiet games 
3:30  End of Day procedures.  Campers are brought to their bus lines, Extended Programme or 

Parent Pick up 
4:14 Parents pick up campers in the Lakeside Terrace – Don’t forget your photo ID! 
4:30 Busses leave 
4:30-6:00 Parents who have registered for afternoon Extended Programme pick up their children in the 

Brigantine Room – Don’t forget your Photo ID! 

 
**A detailed schedule will be sent home in your Parent Letter on the first day of camp.
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REGISTRATION  
 
 
Refund and Transfer Policy 
 
Camp cancellation with a refund must be requested 14 days before your child’s start date. 
Refunds will be considered on an individual basis. A $50 cancellation fee will be withheld per 
camp cancelled. Cancellations requested less than 14 days before your child’s start date will be 
granted with no refunds. 
 
Transfers between programmes (if space is available) may be requested at least 14 days before 
your child’s start date. A $30 transfer fee is applied for transfers requested after May 30, 2008. 
Refunds are not available on transfers. 
 
Busing is based on a first come first served policy. Please register early to guarantee a seat on 
the bus. There are no refunds for busing cancelled after May 30, 3008. 
 
 
  

OUR STAFF 

Hired for their experience, leadership, enthusiasm and specialized skills, our staff provide a well-
rounded, well-supervised programme. Returning staff are joined by experienced staff new to 
Harbourfront Centre. All staff are fully trained prior to the start of the summer. Counsellors are 
supported by a core group of senior and administrative staff, including an on-site nurse.  All staff 
are trained in Basic First Aid. 

Christine Mitchell, Coordinator Camps and Learn to Skate 
Christine Mitchell worked as an artist educator, arts based programmer, and art therapist for the past 8 
years. Her passion for creativity, recreation, children, inclusion, and camp led her to Harbourfront Centre’s 
Camp programme this April. Christine has a Bachelor’s Degree in visual arts with an emphasis in mixed 
media and a graduate diploma in Art Therapy. Prior to working at Harbourfront Centre, Christine coordinated 
Courses and Workshops for children and adults at The Living Arts Centre, worked as an art therapist for 
Children’s Aid, was the children’s programmer at a Home for Creative Opportunity in Regent Park, and was 
a Community Programme Coordinator for The City of Toronto Parks and Recreation. Christine is looking 
forward to a creative summer at Harbourfront Centre Camps! 
 
Nate Callens, Assistant Camps Coordinator  
Nate Callens started his camp career at St. Vincent DePaul Camp in Bothwell, Ontario as a Counsellor-in-
Training at the age of 16.  He went on to be a counsellor and then the Program Director.  He then enjoyed a 
summer as the Director of Discovery Day Camp at the Harbourfront Centre.  Nate earned both a Bachelors 
Degree in Fine Arts Cultural Studies and a Bachelor of Education at York University.  After his summer as a 
Director at the Harbourfront Centre he was hired as a full-time teacher with the Toronto District School 
Board, where he taught grades 2 and 3 at Gosford Public School.  He has spent the past year supply 
teaching and working on various artistic projects, and could not resist the opportunity to return to the 
Harbourfront Centre Camps this summer. For Nate, camp has been pivotal in shaping almost every aspect 
of his life, and he believes that this is true for everyone that participates in camp.  Nate can not wait for the 
summer to begin! 
 
Nick Holbik-Siu, Director, Sr. Multi Sports, Basketball Camp, Soccer Camp, Football Camp 
Nick is excited to be back at Harbourfront Centre.  This is his second year as a Director.  Before coming to 
Harbourfront Centre, Nick spent 4 summers as a Sr. Counsellor at The University Settlement Day Camp.  
Nick loves camp as he values his instrumental role in shaping positive experience for campers.   Nick is an 
accomplished athlete and was named the MVP for McMaster’s Varsity Track and Field Team this year.   
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Megan Sabsay Tylee, Director, Jr. Authors and Chess Camp  
Megan Sabsay Tylee is currently a student at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University 
of Toronto, where in the fall of 2008 she will be entering the second year of her Master of Teaching degree.  
Megan’s specialization subject is English. Through intensive and fulfilling classroom placements, Megan has 
had experience teaching a diverse range of students at different age levels.  Prior to her current studies, she 
completed a four-year Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology and Linguistics at McGill University, Montreal.  
During the summer of 2007, Megan worked as the Logistics Coordinator at a large overnight, international 
summer camp in Vancouver, B.C. For many of the campers, this was their first time in Canada, which made 
for a very rewarding and eye-opening experience.    Megan feels camp is the ideal place for children in the 
summer.  Where else can children make new friends, learn new skills, develop lasting relationships, and 
walk the road to personal growth – all in a safe and fun environment?  Other than CAMP, being a student, 
and teaching, Megan’s other passions are karate (She has a second-degree black belt), novels (She always 
has one on the go!) and film (one movie a week or bust!).   
 
Matt Edwards, Director, Environmental Science, Junior Architects and Science Camp 
Matt is entering his third year in a Bachelor of Urban and Regional Planning at Ryerson University. Matt has 
worked at Harbourfront as a Counsellor for four years and is currently working for an Educational Tour 
Company doing Grade 7 and 8 trips to Ottawa. Every year he chooses to work at the Harbourfront Centre 
because of the people and the kids. People that choose to work with children are in most cases some of the 
most interesting, fun people out there. Having the opportunity to make a difference in a child’s living and 
learning process is a wonderful opportunity and he has really enjoyed this over the past years.   
 
Alison Short, Director, Theatre Camp 
Alison Short is currently a student at Queen’s University studying Drama and English. Before coming to the 
Harbourfront Centre she attended and worked at Glen Bernard Camp, an overnight camp for girls, for ten 
summers! Her jobs at GBC included counsellor positions, theatre head, and program coordinator. Alison’s 
other experiences working with children include volunteering in the Kingston community with children that 
have learning or developmental disabilities. She also ran the nursery school at her church all through high 
school! Alison loves summer camp because it gives children an opportunity to meet new friends, have new 
experiences, be outside, focus on their specific interests and of course have a lot of fun! Other then working 
with children she has always been passionate about literature and will read just about anything. Alison also 
enjoys being active and is a member of the Queen’s gymnastics team throughout the school year. Last 
January she attended a Model Parliament conference with Queen’s in Ottawa and while she does not study 
politics at school she loved every second of it and has developed a keener interest in politics because of it! 
Alison looking forward to a great summer at Harbourfront Camps! 
 
Alison Duquette, Director, Digital Photography and Fashion Camp 
Alison Duquette is currently attending the Ontario College of Art and Design, in the Faculty of Art with a 
major in Drawing and Painting.  Her previous camp experience has been with Harbourfront Centre.  Allison 
was an Arts Camp counsellor and was also given the opportunity to take on the challenge of the 
Artist position for a two week session.  Some of her previous experience working with children has been 
volunteering with Turtle Creek Early Years Centre, Beavers, working as a Classroom tutor for the Peel 
Board of Education for two years.  Alison loves summer camp because it is an amazing and fun way to 
spend the summer and you meet a lot of interesting people.  Alison graduated high school with honours, got 
accepted into her university mainly based on an interview, and received Rookie Camp Counsellor of the 
Year award last summer at Harbourfront. She loves to paint, especially with watercolours 
 
Lindsay Nairn, Director, Jr. Multi Sports  
Lindsay Nairn, is studying nursing and psychology at queen©s university graduating in 2010.  This is her 3rd 
summer as a director and 5th summer at Harbourfront as a staff.  Lindsay attended Harbourfront Centre 
Camps as a child and continues to come back every summer because she loves working with children and 
will never forget the memories that she has made her.  
 
Steven Sladkowski, Director, Music Camp and Dungeons & Dragons 
Steve Sladkowski is currently entering his third year of studies at the University of Guelph on a full 
scholarship, where he is studying Music with a focus on both Jazz Performance (Guitar) and 
Ethnomusicology. He is the director of both the Music and Dungeons & Dragons camps. This is his fifth 
summer at Harbourfront where previously he has directed the Music Camp (2007) and was a counsellor at 
Creative Arts (2004-06). He loves working at camp because it provides him an opportunity to teach and be 
involved with his passion (music) while also learning from the insights and wisdom of interaction with 
campers and coworkers on a daily basis. Aside from music, Steve loves baseball, reading, Jeopardy and 
learning new things. 
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Jasper Moester, Director, Creative Arts Camp 
Jasper comes to us from a strong background with in the visual arts world. His education is extensive 
including a Bachelor of Fine arts with a double major in Painting and Sculpture which he obtained at the 
Ontario College of Art & Design located in the heart of Toronto. Along side this; Jasper had prior education 
at Sheridan College with in the highly regarded Animation program. In the past he has also worked as a 
Professional Set and Prop Designer where he worked on multiple Theatre projects. Jasper has worked at 
Harbourfront Creative Arts Camp in the past serving as a counselor, as well as teaching assistant to the 
artists along with instructing his own Creative Arts programming. Having covered all these roles, he is a 
passionate individual with a clear understanding and an eager willingness to make Creative Arts Camp all 
that it can be and more! 
 
Tim Walker, Director, Circus Camp 
Tim Walker is thrilled to be joining the Harbourfront Centre Camps team in the position of Director, Circus 
Camp. Tim has worked with the Harbourfront Centre team previously as March Break director for Camp by 
the Water, as well as on our Education Afloat/School Visits Team. A recent graduate of Trent University’s 
Bachelor of Education program, Tim is looking forward to a great summer of discovering hidden circus 
talents within all campers! Tim received his Honours Bachelor of Arts degree in Geography, Sociology and 
History from the University of Toronto in May 2007, and joins the team with a wealth of volunteer and 
classroom experience that will undoubtedly ensure that your child has the best possible experience at this 
year’s Circus Camp!  
 
Alison Weppler, Director, Camp By The Water 
Alison has just completed a Bachelor of Sciences (Honours) degree in Life Sciences at Queen©s University, 
and will be starting medical school at the University of Western Ontario in September. A life long camper 
since the age of nine, Alison attended Glen Bernard Camp (GBC), an all-girls overnight camp in Sundridge, 
Ontario for eight years as a camper where she participated in canoeing, sailing, kayaking, and camping in 
Algonquin Park. Alison continued her time at GBC as a staff member in a variety of roles from assistant 
counselor to counselor and then Activity Head of the sailing and windsurfing programme. With camp as an 
instrumental part of her development, Alison will always cherish her memories made at GBC and thinks that 
going to camp should be a part of every child’s summer! 
 
Sarah Xiao, Camp Nurse 
Sarah just graduated from Queen©s University with a Bachelor of Nursing Science (Honours) degree and will 
be pursuing her Masters in the fall.  Before coming to Harbourfront Centre Camps Sarah taught Sunday 
School for JK/SK children, volunteered as a camp counsellor/facilitator and artist assistant for a Vacation 
Bible School at the Toronto Chinese Baptist Church, worked in Arizona one summer as a JK/SK teacher at a 
VBS camp, and did her clinical placements at Hotel Dieu Hospital©s Children©s Outpatient Clinic in Kingston 
and at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto!  Sarah loves camp because of the warm weather and fun 
outdoor activities! 
 
 

STILL HAVE QUESTIONS? 
Please feel free to give the Office a call at 416-973-4093.  Office staff will pass on messages to 
Camp Directors who will return your call at the earliest convenience.   
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