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This past Thanksgiving weekend, our site buzzed with
those attending HarbourKIDS: Respect. This is one of
the largest programmes of Performing Arts that depends §
greatly on you, our volunteers. You give us so much of
your time, energy, and focus ... and for that we are truly
grateful.

You are one of the first points of engagement with those
who visit our site and with each hello you give and smile
you share as someone arrives to attend one of our
Performing Arts events, whether it be a World Stage
performance installation with 15 tonnes of rice, a
HarbourKIDS demonstration with snakes and insects or a i
Music Garden concert just before a hurricane, you set the Our Performing Arts Staff:

tone and have an impact on the experience pe0p|e have Frontrow: Margaret Evans, Abby Charchun, Laura Nanni

Back row: Megan Flynn, Bradley Kulay, Tina Rasmussen, (Director)
of the work we present and programme. Tanya Carinci, Jeanne Holmes

Many of you may have first come in contact with our department as a volunteer for World Stage, or the Milk
International Children's Festival of the Arts back in the days when these programmes were a Festival. Over
the last few years, the programmes have become a full season of international contemporary performance, or
a philosophy embedded into our programming year round.

There’s also HATCH: emerging performance projects, a series of one-week residencies for local performance
companies and artists. Now entering its seventh year, the programme continues to evolve and play an
important role in supporting the development of new work in our city. Perhaps you've attended a dance
performance as part of Next Steps, the programme initiated in our 06/07 season, which provides a valuable
platform for the local and national self-presenting dance companies who have long called our venues home.

As our programmes have evolved and grown over the years, so too have resources needed to manage and
run these events. That's why we need YOU ... our fantastic volunteers! In the coming months, there will be a
call out for new volunteer positions working directly with our programming team.

We hope you'll continue to join us, our artists and our audiences to bring respect and love to the work that we
do and the experiences we share.

Thank you once again.

Tina Rasmussen
Director, Performing Arts Department
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It has been an amazing summer and throughout our 25" anniversary of volunteerism at Harbourfront Centre,
we have seen so much growth and diversity.

Since the beginning of this year, 209 new volunteers have joined our ranks. From January through
September, 1,470 volunteers have worked 2,984 shifts and contributed a total of 11,928 hours. This is a
significant increase from last year when 1,467 volunteers worked 3,084, shifts and contributed a total of 12,207
hours for the whole of 2008!

Toronto is known as a city of diversity, and this is reflected in our Harbourfront Centre volunteers. The ages of
our volunteers span from 16 to over 80 years and they are from all walks of life. Among them are 73 High
School students, 90 University students, 40 ESL (English as a Second Language) students, working
professionals and a very active group of seniors. Amazingly, we have a total of 270 volunteers speaking 21
languages other than English. These languages include French, Mandarin, Cantonese, Spanish, Korean,
Hindi, Russian, Japanese, Urdu, Polish, Tagalong, German, Italian, Portuguese, Ukrainian, Arabic, Rumanian,
Armenian, Farsi, Norwegian, and Yiddish.

Harbourfront Centre is proud to be a place where people of all ages and backgrounds feel welcome. It is
because of these dedicated volunteers that we are able to offer so many worthwhile programs which benefit
the community.

Thank you to each and everyone of you, for all your contributions!

Volunteer Coordinator

0

November 7-8: Day of the Dead - an ancient festivity with origins in pre-Hispanic Mexico. It's a
time to remember the dead and celebrate the continuity of life with bright decorations and an
abundance of food, drink and great company.

November 14: Year End Meeting and Sweet and Spicy Festive Party

November 27-29: Ten Thousand Villages Festival

December 5-6 : HarbourKIDS:SK8
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Planet IndigenUS, described as “the largest festival of multidisciplinary, contemporary, international Indigenous
artistic work anywhere”, was hosted by Harbourfront Centre over two weekends in August. Nineteen
enthusiastic community volunteers who were busy as front of house assistants, info hosts, fashion show
assistants, greeters, bus hosts, among many other jobs, have joined the ranks of Harbourfront Centre
volunteers! Three new volunteers shared their vision of their continued
involvement with Harbourfront Centre.

Mike Gladue brought all the members of his youth group with him (you
might have seen their table in the West Arcade where they sold
various crafts). To him, Harbourfront Centre could be the ideal stage to
dispel the stereotypes that cling to the First Nations, and to spread the
word about Native culture and traditions. “I have never seen so much
interest in my culture,” he said about his interactions with visitors and
tourists during the festival.

Mike's son, Matt McWatch , a sports enthusiast who holds two jobs,
was pleased with the number of contacts they were able to make and
with the positive feedback they received about their youth group. Like
his father, he also strives to break negative stereotypes through hard
work: “l want to overload [the members of the youth group] with a
whole wicked schedule...l want to give them the tools to learn their
purpose in life.”

Nicole Wemigwans is an aspiring child and youth worker who
worked at a Native day camp throughout the summer. She did not
have much prior experience with Harbourfront Centre, but she was
impressed by the atmosphere and the diversity of people and
cultures represented. “It's a good place to find role models for
young people and to learn about other cultures and our own.”

Lidia interviewing Nicole
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Telus Taiwan: A New Journey explored the concept of marriage from a multi-cultural and cross-generational
perspective. The focus was on traditions, values, and ideology and the festival featured traditional Taiwanese
food and music, as well as a fashion show.

Taiwan’s Revolutionary Runway — by Goji Lin Mother Nature — by Chen Shu-yen “Wedding Banquet” — Cooking Demo

Hot & Spicy Food Festival , the final festival of the summer featured “hot” foods, “hot” rhythms from around
the world, and “hot chefs” - Toronto's Firefighter Chefs. One of the highlights of the festival was the
International Iron Chef Competition.

Cooking Demo Assistants — Deviann Cooking Demo Assistant Jieun Choi with the Judging the International Iron Chef
David and Sonja Makowski cover model of the 2010 Firefighter Calendar Competition
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Daniel Garcia: LUMINATO was majestic! Cirque du Soleil: A dream come true!

Pauline Morris: Kitty Jones and | were working at the Music Garden the night of the tornados in Toronto. We
arrived to find the musicians and staff milling, worried about putting out electrical equipment as the sky
blackened and threatened and great shafts of light illuminated Toronto. Finally the singer was gracious enough
to go into the audience and do a 15 minutes a cappella Yiddish sing-along with the 50 or so die-hard fans that
had come to hear her. | watched as the storm front engulfed us, the winds rose and the trees swirled. We all
raced for shelter, all the stuff got into the truck in time and the patrons dispersed. But | got soaked through to
my underwear when my umbrella inverted, the ribs bending outward and showering me in the torrent, while |
laughed like a fool.

Michele Blackwood: | had a great time helping many first-time canoers paddling on the Natrel Pond.
Laughing with them and calling out 'bon-voyage' to all the families and youth who piloted their way about the
water on those lovely summer weekends. Harbourfront Centre’s a fun place.

Sybil Wilkinson: My AHA moment, as Oprah would say, was working with two exceptional young women,
Junielle and Jenny, during Hot and Spicy. They came together to volunteer at Harbourfront Centre and asked
to work together. | learned they have been friends since before elementary school and that friendship
continues and survives with all the teasing as only young people or high school students can do. They were
funny and great to work with.

Helen Crispin: Jason (the cover model of the 2010 Firefighter Calendar) was glowing with happiness when
| introduced him to one of our volunteers on her first day of volunteering at Harbourfront Centre at the Hot and
Spicy Food Festival - Was it the magic of Harbourfront Centre?

Tom Bilenkey: | enjoyed watching children rolling down the hill and just having fun on their summer days at
Harbourfront Centre festivals.

Moyra Haney: The most outstanding event | attended this summer at Harbourfront Centre was the Planet
IndigenUS Opening Spectacle, when First Nations conductor, John Kim Bell presented an amazing
programme of classical music lasting nearly two hours. The two coloratura sopranos, who sang arias from
popular opera (La Boheme and Madame Butterfly) were exceptional!
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Some people will do anything
for free tickets!

Mary Accardi, E-Newsletter
Committee member, dressed
as a nun and went to Nathan
Phillips Square to get free
tickets to “The Sound of
Music”.

October 2009

Nida Haroon, E-Newsletter
Committee member, spent
her summer as an intern at
the Zulu Nyala Heritage
Safari Lodge, in South
Africa.

Bobsie Ebbs, our E-Newsletter Coordinator, is vacationing “Down Under” in Australia and New

Zealand.

Congratulations to Angela Rivers, Coordinator of the Social Activities Committee — she is now a

mother-in-law!

Do you like to have your finger on the pulse of all things Harbourfront Centre?

Are you a secret (or not so secret!) writer?
Are you a true shutterbug?
Do you have any ideas for features for future newsletters?

The Volunteer E-Newsletter would love to host guest contributors! Email your idea or contribution to:
Please note that we may not be able to include all submissions, but

keep an eye on upcoming issues and you may find your contribution!

Bobsie Ebbs, Coordinator and Photographer; Lidia Jarmasz, Writer and Editor; Mary Accardi, Writer;
Nida Haroon, Layout; Tom Bilenkey, Photographer; Genevieve Peng, Advisor; Dorothy Szczurek, Layout.

Photo Contributors: Amy Man, Jane Gulland
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***FOOD***
Please bring 10 or more sefings
al savoury finger food appe [, 0

*FT ALENT***
s talent as a singer,'d




